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Providing Family-Focused, Community Based Programs Since 1988 
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BNRC Summerfest 2007 at Gage Park:  
Celebrating Families in Brampton  
 

Saturday July 28 th, 2007 marked BNRC’s 
annual Summerfest event. Many families 
from Brampton joined BNRC to compete in 
competitions and participate in a range of 
games and activities. There was a great turn 
out with lots of happy faces at Brampton’s 
Gage Park . Children enjoyed participating in 
crafts such as making bead bracelets and 
macaroni necklaces. 

Children enjoyed water games and BNRC’s 
mini-obstacle courses to win prizes. Youth 
and adults enjoyed a football relay race with 
3x CFL All-Star and Grey Cup Champion 
from the Toronto Argonauts Clifford Ivory . 

50 Kennedy Road South, Unit 24, Brampton  ON L6W 3R7 Telephone: 905 -452-1262      
Website: www.bnrc.org    Charitable Registration No. 10680-5989 RR 0001 

Programs and Services at BNRC  are Funded By:.  
 

               

                                     

 
 

Former BNRC Board Member Laura Liscio  (far left) 
(also the agency’s past Chair, Fundraising and 
Publicity Committee) leads a dedicated group of 
BNRC staff and volunteers – including BNRC Families 
First Case Coordinator Louisa Orlando  (far right) and 
BNRC LINC Teacher Cathy Davis  (2nd from right) – 
on a walkathon at BNRC’s Summerfest 2007.  

BNRC Executive Director Dr. 
Anthony Hutchinson  (right) with 
President and Chief Executive 
Officer of the Nelson Mandela 
Children’s Fund (Canada), Mark 
Beckles . Mr. Beckles is also a 
long-time Brampton resident and 
a strong, committed leader in our 
community. 

International recording artist and motivational speaker Errol 
Lee delivered an amazing performance with his professional 
dancers that had everybody in the park moving and grooving. 
Lee’s mesmerizing performance was followed by another top 
level performer, Victor Crowl , whose song “Energy” is 
currently in the Top 20 on dance charts across Canada. Mark 
Beckles , President and Chief Executive Officer of the Nelson 
Mandela Children’s Fund (and a long-time Brampton 
resident) as well as Toronto Argonaut and Hamilton Tiger Cat 
alumnus Orlando Bowen  also made special appearances.  

Also featured at BNRC’s Summerfest 2007 was a health 
promoting Walk-a-Thon led by BNRC staff members Families 
First Case Coordinator Louisa Orlando , LINC Teacher 
Cathy Davis , Summerfest Event Planner Matt Harbin  and 
wonderfully committed BNRC volunteers. Overall, the 
leadership of past BNRC Board Member and Fundraising and 
Publicity Chair Laura Liscio  made BNRC Summerfest 2007 
a huge success for Brampton families and residents.  
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CAP-C (Community Action Program for Children): Funded by Health and Welfare Canada 
·  You and Your Baby, Discovering with Your Infant and the L.I.F.E. (Life Initiatives For Everyone) Program are offered to families who 

face education and income barriers to support them in healthy family and life development.  
 
Community Outreach and Volunteer Development: Funded by United Way of Peel Region (UWPR) and MCYS 
·  BNRC offers many outreach/ volunteer opportunities that allow community members to help others in their community. 
 
Early Lending Library and Peel Manor Intergenerational Program: Funded by United Way of Peel Region (UWPR)  
·  The Early Learning Lending Library supports early childhood development learning capacities for parents with their young children. The 

Peel Manor Intergenerational Program supports positive engagement between seniors and children.                                                                         
�
Employment Finding Support Resource Centre: Funded by the Region of Peel (Ontario Works) 
·  A complete resource centre that has Internet access, word processing, reference materials, and fax and photocopying facilities. Job 

seekers can use all resources free-of-charge to enhance their job finding abilities.  
 
Families First: Region of Peel (Ontario Works) 
·  Families First is a pilot program operated by Ontario Works in partnership with 3 community agencies in Peel (BNRC, DBNC, and CCS) 

and the Region of Peel Health Department. The program offers health, recreation and employment support to sole parents and their 
children that help families make healthier lifestyle choices. 

 
LINC Program : Language Instruction for Newcomers to Canada funded by Citizenship and Immigration Canada (CIC) 
·  Newcomers to Canada learn English and improve their speaking, listening, reading and writing skills. Computer lab is available for 

students of all levels (literacy to 5). English testing through the Assessment Centre determines student placement in appropriate LINC 
level classes. Childminding is available. 

 
OEYC Programs (ages birth – 6 years): Funded by the Ministry of Children and Youth Services (MCYS) 
·  A range of structured early childhood development programs enable parents to positively interact with their children. Parents learn 

lullabies, lap rhymes and finger plays that foster early literacy development. Parents and children are enabled to interact through play. 
Francophone OEYC programs are also available.  

 
Settlement Services: The Immigration Settlement Adaptation Program (ISAP) is funded by CIC and the Newcomer  
Settlement Program (NSP) is funded by the Ontario Ministry of Citizenship and Immigration (MCI) 
·  Settlement services assist newcomers to Canada to adjust to their new surroundings. Services offered free-of-charge include: 

applications for permanent residence; health benefits; seniors benefits; affidavits and document translation; and, family reunion and 
sponsorship applications. Workshops are also provided through the year. Services are offered in a variety of languages: Hindi, Punjabi, 
Urdu, Spanish, Portuguese, Arabic, French, Cantonese, Mandarin, Vietnamese, Patois, and Afro-Caribbean. 

 
South Asian Senior’s Social Drop-In: Funded by United Way of Peel Region (UWPR) 
·  A recreational and social service that provides older adults the opportunity to come together and meet new friends. Monthly guest 

speakers, games, group discussions and snacks are some of the activities enjoyed by the seniors.  
 
St. John Fisher Catholic School: Funded by Ontario Trillium Foundation (OTF) 
·  Provides programs for children from birth to 6 years. Programs include drop-ins where parents learn and play with their children; Mother 

Goose helps children develop communication, language and literacy skills; Roots of Reading helps develop child literacy skills and 
encourages reading; “Ask a Public Health Nurse” makes Registered Nurses available to answer caregiver questions and concerns.  

 
Youth Programs (ages 7–16 years): The BNRC Youth Drop-In Program  (ages 12 to 16) is funded by United Way of Peel Region 
(UWPR). The BNRC S.E.R.V.E. Youth Project  (ages 7 to 16) is funded by Ontario Trillium Foundation (OTF) 
·  Youth – many who are designated as “at-risk” – have the opportunity to meet, share ideas, discuss issues, go on field trips, get help with 

their homework, and get free music lessons. Snacks are provided. The Teen Moms Program (ages 13–21) funded by UWPR supports 
young moms and moms-to-be through group sessions and information sharing. YESComm (ages 7 – 16) is funded by MCSCS. The 
BNRC YEAH! Project is funded by MAG: OVSS “Youth Educate Against Hate.” Peel Pride Drop-In (ages 13-18) is funded by UWPR. 

  �� � � �
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BNRC Mission Statemen t 
Brampton Neighbourhood Resource Centre promotes the 

quality of community life in the City of Brampton as it is 
experienced by individuals and families in a culturally diverse 
community through the utilization of strong, proactive, locally-

based community support, leadership, programs and the 
provision of settlement services to Newcomers to Canada. 
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Language Instruction for Newcomers to Canada (LINC)  Program at BNRC 
 

Funded by Citizenship and Immigration Canada (CIC) 
 
BNRC’s LINC (Language Instruction for Newcomers to Canada) Program is  
expanding quickly to meet the needs of Canada’s second fastest growing  
city – Brampton, Ontario. BNRC’s LINC Program is funded by the  
Government of Canada through Citizenship and Immigration Canada 
(CIC). CIC is overseen by federal Conservative Cabinet Minister Diane  
Finlay . For over 10 years BNRC has delivered the LINC program in  
Brampton including multi-level morning, afternoon and evening classes at  
BNRC service delivery sites including 50 Kennedy Road South and 2260  
Bovaird Drive East.  
 
BNRC is the only not-for-profit, charitable agency in the Region of  
Peel offering Saturday and Sunday classes to LINC L evel 1, 2, 3, 4  
and 5 TESL (Teaching English as a Second Language) students.  
BNRC is also the only social services organization in Peel that offers  
Saturday and Sunday childminding services for the children of LINC  
Program students. Parents can be confident that their children receive  
excellent care while they practice language skills in the classrooms.  
 
All LINC Programs are offered free-of-charge . To make learning processes  
active and participatory, BNRC TESL teachers involve students in all kinds of  
communicative activities such as brainstorming, discussions, debates, and interviews. Students in BNRC’s LINC Program 
like to express opinions, to share their social and cultural information, and to investigate the beliefs, viewpoints and ideals 
of their fellow student’s and Canadian cultures. LINC students enjoy cultural sharing presentations and celebrations of 
their native and Canadian holidays. Students often do presentations about the LINC Program. One Level 2 student, Hafis 
un Nisa, answered the question “Why did you join the BNRC LINC Program?” “When I came to Canada I saw smiling 
faces and friendly people. Even if they don’t know you, they say “hi”, “hello” and “how are you?” That makes me very 
happy. I wanted to talk to Canadians and learn more about their culture. So I joined LINC classes.”  
 
The LINC Program is overseen by BNRC Manager Antonina Boulkanova who may be contacted at: 905-452-1262 x225. 
BNRC LINC employs over 15 BNRC staff members . BNRC greatly appreciates any and all community volunteers who 
give their time, talents and energies to help support students in the BNRC LINC Program.  All donations to help support 
the BNRC LINC Program at BNRC are income tax deduct ible . 
 
 
 

   

 Antonina Boulkanova , Manager      LINC Teacher Babak Mansouri with   BNRC LINC students and            LINC Teacher Cathy Davis and 
        BNRC LINC Program                    some very happy LINC graduates          teachers share a cultural dance            some of her very happy students  

Canada’s federal Minister of Citizenship and 
Immigration Canada (CIC) Diane Finlay (left) with 
BNRC Executive Director Dr. Anthony Hutchinson. 
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Profiling BNRC’s Board  
 
Laura Liscio, Past BNRC Director 
Former Chair, BNRC Fundraising and Publicity Commit tee 
Area Coordinator 
Heart and Stroke Foundation of Ontario (Peel Chapter) 
 

 

 
 
 
Profiling BNRC’s Staff  
 

 Sue Thomson , Executive Assistant/ OEYC Administrator   
 

Sue Thomson  is Executive Assistant to BNRC’s Executive 
Director as well as the Administrator for BNRC’s Ontario Early 
Years Centre programs. Sue has over 30 years of 
administrative experience. Sue began her career in Scotland as 
an apprentice secretary doing day releases at college. Sue 
worked in the education sector where she gained her Scottish 
Secretarial Diploma over a four year period. Sue spent many 
years working in the Middle East where she worked in the 
American School System gaining extensive experience working 
with over 58 different nationalities from around the world. While 
employed in Jeddah Sue organized a College and University 
Fair where colleges were invited to attend to interview 
prospective students. In Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Sue worked as 
Administrative Assistant to the Director of Education Services. 
In this role Sue organized teacher workshops and conducted 

BNRC Executive Assistant and OEYC 
Administrator Sue Thomson  and 
Ontario Premier Dalton McGuinty . 

 

Laura Liscio  is Area Coordinator for the Peel Chapter of the 
Heart and Stroke Foundation of Ontario. The Heart and Stroke 
Foundation is the leader in Canada for heart disease and stroke 
research. Laura’s role at the Foundation includes Event 
Management such as the Walk for Heart fundraiser, the 
Community Presentation Program and coordinating Health 
Fairs with community and corporate partners. Laura’s main 
area of study has been Volunteer Development and she has 
worked with top Charities in Canada including the Canadian 
Cancer Society, the Canadian Diabetes Association and the 
Alzheimer’s Society. Laura has coordinated recreational and 
volunteer programs for senior’s at the City of Mississauga’s 
Square One Older Adult Centre. Laura completed her Diploma 
in Legal Administration from Toronto School of Business and 
the Volunteer Development Program from Humber College 
(Etobicoke Campus). Laura’s leadership at BNRC helped make 
BNRC Summerfest 2007 a resounding success. Regrettably, 
demands of life forced Laura to step down as a BNRC Board 
member in September 2007. The Board and staff of BNRC, 
however, wish Laura well in all of her life pursuits and have let 
Laura know that she is always  welcome back at BNRC. 
 

Past BNRC Board Member and former 
Chair of BNRC’s Fundraising and Publicity 
Committee Chair Laura Liscio with MPP 
for Brampton Centre Linda Jeffries . 

 

 


��
����������

research for books for the curriculum. Sue enjoys arts and cuisines from around the world. Sue lives in 
Brampton with her hubby Jim, their Golden Retreiver Sasha, and their cat Fergus. 
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BNRC S.E.R.V.E. program youth meet 
with TNA Wrestling icon Jay Lethal  (2nd 
from left) and BSE star Kelly “Au 
Naturelle” Couture (4th from left).  

 

�
�

 

International Performing and Recording Artist Victor Crowl  Supports 
BNRC Youth Educating Against Hate (YEAH!) Project 

  

 

 BNRC and BSE team up for troubled youth 
 

On Sunday October 29 th, 2007, BNRC (Brampton Neighborhood Resource Centre)  and BSE 
Professional Wrestling  teamed up at the RAXX Entertainment Complex located at 370 Main St. N 
(and Highway 10), the Kingspoint Plaza, in Brampton. 

BSE’s next wrestling show at the Raxx will be held on Sunday February 3 rd, 2008 at 3 pm (to be preceded 
with a free Pizza Party for BNRC youth beginning at 1pm). 

 


��
�"�������"�������

When BNRC YEAH! Project Coordinator Noel 
Marcial joined BNRC in April 2007 to oversee the 
BNRC Youth Educating Against Hate (YEAH!) 
Project in Ap  ril 2007, he had no idea of how big and 
fast the much needed YEAH! project would progress. 
Nor did Noel expect that the project would find 
incredible support from a true Canadian hero and an 
international performing and recording artist in the 
person of one Victor Crowl (pictured below)(check 
out Victor’s website: www.victorcrowl.com ).  

The BNRC YEAH! Project  proposal was written by former BNRC employee 
Zorana Alimpic based on her passion for addressing issues and experiences 
of bullying, discrimination, prejudice and all forms of hate faced by young 
people living in the Region of Peel. It is a fact that no child in the Region of Peel 
is left untouched or unscathed by the effects and impacts of hate and hate-
related actions in Peel school and across Peel communities. While the BNRC 
YEAH! Project  is guided by Noel Marcial , the project is led by a range of youth  
 

BSE sponsored a Pizza Party that benefited troubled youth from 
across the City of Brampton. At this event (which was also 
featured on Rogers Television), youth received free Raxx pizza 
and were able to meet, receive autographs, and get their pictures 
taken with some of their favorite BSE wrestling stars. After the 
Pizza Party, youth received front row seats to the wrestling event 
where they excitedly cheered for their loved and booed for their 
not-so-loved BSE wrestling stars. 

"I am thrilled that BSE and BNRC are able to team up and give 
back to the community" noted Arda Ocal , an official commentator 
for BSE and Rogers television personality. "I look forward to our 
future interaction and growing closer and closer to grassroots 
initiatives in Peel Region, specifically in Brampton." 

leaders aged 13 to 18  committed to ending hate in the Region of Peel through peer-to-peer education 
strategies that promote love, peace, inclusion, and acceptance. All of these principles are consistent with 
those held by singer, songwriter, dancer, actor, director, and author Victor Crowl who is supporting the 
BNRC YEAH! Project  with substantive in-kind support. For more info on the BNRC YEAH! Project  
check out YEAH! o n “You Tube”  at: www.youtube.com/yeahproject and Help put an end to hate in 
our schools and across our communities. 
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PRESENTS 
Winter Wonderland  

 
Saturday January 26, 2008  

from 10am to 12 noon 
at  

BNRC 
50 Kennedy Road South, 
Unit 24, Brampton, ON 
in Kennedy Square 

Shopping Mall  
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at Brampton’s RAXX Entertainment Complex 


��
��
��
�� ���� ������������������������������������ �
  Sunday, February 3 rd, 2008 @ 3pm 

RAXX Entertainment Complex 
370 Main St. N (Hwy#10): Kingspoint Plaza 

 
At 1pm (prior to the event) BNRC youth are invited to attend a 

FREE pre-show Pizza Party and meet some of their favourite BSE 
wrestling superstars, get their pictures taken, and get autographs. 

 

 

BNRC Open House for Funders  
On 

Wed. Dec. 12 th, 2007 
From 

1:00pm to 4:00pm 
Meet BNRC Board Members and Staff as Well as 

Program Participants!!! 
Enjoy Refreshments & Treats 

 
To Be Held at BNRC 50 Kennedy Road South, Unit 24 
Kennedy Square Shopping Mall (north of Steeles Ave 

West and South of Queen St�West in Brampton) 

AT 
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Gameday Training and Consulting Inc.�

���������������� 8-400 Steeles Avenue East Suite 321�

������� Brampton, ON L6W 4T4�

 
Phone 

CALL TOLL FREE 1-866-562-GAME (4263) 
DIRECT 905- 487-0150 

  
E-mail 

info@gamedaycamps.com 
 

�

 

�����������"%�������

 
Bramalea Christian Fellowship  
11613 Bramalea Rd. 
Brampton, Ontario L6R 0C2 
Tel: 905-799-1188 
Email: info@bcfchurch.net 
 
Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday  
9:00 AM - 4:30 PM 
Friday  
9:00 AM - Noon  
 

BRAMPTON  

 When  Sunday 10:00 am 

 Where   Brampton SilverCity  
 50 Great Lakes Dr. (Trinity Commons Mall)  
 Brampton, ON  
 (Located at Hwy 410 & Bovaird Dr)  

 
 Phone  

  
416-417-9000 

 Website www.themeetinghouse.ca     


