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BNRC Grand Opening o f New Brampton Site  

50 Kennedy Road South, Unit 24, Brampton ON L6W 3R7  Telephone: 905 -452-1262      
Website: www.bnrc.org    Charitable Registration No. 10680-5989 RR 0001 

BNRC Programs and  Services are funded by:  
 

            

                                     

 
 

Special guests in attendance included: City of Brampton Mayor Susan Fennell ; Brampton 
Board of Trade (BBOT) President Carman McClelland ; City of Brampton Regional 
Councillor John Sanderson ; Brampton City Councillor Bob Callahan ; Peel District School 
Board Trustee Beryl Ford ; and, representatives from the Brampton-Springdale office of 
federal MP Dr. Ruby Dhalla . The BNRC Youth HOST Program  provides positive peer 
support and relational opportunities for Newcomer youth settling in Brampton. The Youth 
HOST Program compliments the existing CIC-funded BNRC Immigrant Settlement 
Adaptation Program (ISAP) that helps Newcomers to Canada integrate and adapt to their 
new life in Canada. The BNRC Youth Host program is a uniquely-tailored, highly-responsive 
undertaking that meets the specific needs of younger Newcomers to Canada. The program 
empowers and enables youth to overcome obstacles, adversities and stressors they face as 
residents in their new country. 
 

On December 5 th, 2008, BNRC along with close to a hundred community stakeholders and 
supporters celebrated the grand opening of the new BNRC Settlement Services and Youth 
Host Program delivery site located at 30 Kennedy Road South in Brampton. The opening of 
this new site to better serve Newcomers to Canada settling in the city was significantly 
funded by Citizenship and Immigration Canada (CIC) . The Brampton-based company D-
Zign Interior Designing and Project Management Inc.  served as the designer and project 
manager for the new site constructed by Brampton-based Rice Developments . 

  
BNRC Grand Opening: Members of the federal 
government Citizenship and Immigration Canada 
(CIC) the BNRC Settlement Services team and the 
BNRC Youth HOST Program team gather around 
City of Brampton Mayor Susan Fennell. 

BNRC Opening (Left to Right):  CIC Manager Cliff 
Fast, BNRC Board Chair Len Carby, BNRC 
Settlement Manager Malika Mounir, BNRC CEO “Doc 
H” and City of Brampton Regional Councillor John 
Sanderson cut the ceremonial Grand opening ribbon.  
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BNRC Overview 

BNRC BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
 

Board Chair:  Len Carby, BBA Mgmt (Hons) 
Vice-Chair: Dr. Nita David, BA, B.Ed, MA, PhD 
Treasurer:   Vijay Hemanchal, BSc, CA, CFP 
Directors:  Dr. Randy Neilson, B.Th., MA, PhD 

Arda Ocal, BMath, B.Admin. 
Honourable Mr. Justice Marvin G. Morten, BA, LLB 
Ron Cunningham, BA, BAS, AICB, CIM 
Deborah Morrison-Richards 
Gary Bernard, CGA, FCI 
Christina Lynch, BSc, LLB 
Kala Inniss 
Bruce Haines 
�

BNRC FUNDERS 
 

Citizenship and Immigration Canada (CIC) 
Ministry of Citizenship and Immigration (MCI) 
Public Health Agency of Canada 
Ministry of Community and Social Services (MCSS) 
Ministry of Children and Youth Services (MCYS) 
Ministry of Community Safety and Correctional Services 
(MCSCS) 
Ministry of the Attorney General (MAG): Ontario Victim 
Services Secretariat (OVSS) 
Region of Peel 
United Way of Peel Region (UWPR) 
Ontario Trillium Foundation (OTF) 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER (CEO):   Dr. Anthony Hutchi nson , BSc, BSW, MSW, PhD 
EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT/ OEYC ADMINISTRATOR: Sue Thomson 
DIRECTOR, BNRC PROGRAMS   Dr. Yamil Alonso 
DIRECTOR, COMMUNICATIONS & MARKETING: Ken Myron 
DEPARTMENT ASSISTANT:    Chanelle Sicard  
MANAGER, HUMAN RESOURCES:   Nancy Kopriva 
FINANCIAL OFFICERS:    Suzanne Evans, CGA/ Adrian Cooper 
BNRC RECEPTION:    Lorraine Brookes/ Marian Marcano  
 

MARKETING & RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT:  Naveeda Azim 
ACTING BNRC DEVELOPMENT OFFICERS:  Garnett Manning/ Susan DiMarco 
 

COORDINATOR, VOLUNTEER/ MEMBERS:  Sandra Balgobin 
COORDINATOR, STUDENT PLACEMENTS:  Duane Hall 
 

MANAGER, FAMILY & COMMUNITY PROGRAMS: Saida Hameer 
COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP SPECIALIST:  Garnett Manning  
COORDINATOR, ANTI-POVERTY & HOMELESSNESS Daniel Cullen (Volunteer) 
FAMILIES FIRST CASE COORDINATORS:  Louisa Orlando/ Kerry Samuels 
FACILITATORS, SOUTH ASIAN SENIORS DROP-IN: Navpreet Multani/ Dr. Rabia Shahib (also Crisis Response Worker) 
EMPLOYMENT COUNSELLORS:   Navpreet Multani/ Kenny Fernandes 
FACILITATOR, CAP-C/ YOUNG MOMS/ PEEL MANOR: Shelley Russell 
EARLY LEARNING LIBRARIAN:   Amara Gnanam 
 

ACTING LINC MANAGER, LINC OPERATIONS  Khadija Youss ef (Arabic, French) 
LINC ADMINISTRATION ASSISTANT:   Rose Dart, Rasha Muhammed, Diana Pakkala 
LINC TEACHERS:  Cathy Davis/ Ethel Dauz/ Doris Whelan/ Babak Mansouri/  

Kelley Garrett/ Natasa Gacic/ Lori Cascone/ Lee Smith 
LINC TEACHING ASSISTANT:   Sonja Jordanov 
LINC CHILDMINDERS:  Khyati Shah/ Lucetta Gordon/ Jacqueline Olaya/ Amara Gnanam 

Liljana Jordanova/ Selina Mossamet/ Zsuzanna Vass/ Jessica Dean/ 
Kamaljit Cheema 

 

MANAGER, OEYC:     Michelle Walker 
EXTENDED HOURS COORDINATOR:    Kathleen Browne 
OEYC PROGRAM FACILITATORS:  Marian DiPasquale/ Amara Gnanam/ Veena Bedi/ Manjeet Cherra 

Vasanthi Naidu/ Chandrika Tilakaratne/ Kamaljit Cheema  
INS PROGRAM FACILITATOR:  Shelley Russell  
OEYC RECEPTIONIST:    Nerine Ward 
ST. JOHN FISHER NEIGHBOURHOOD PLACE:  Leanne Reinelt/ Melissa Wakileh 
 

 

MANAGER, SETTLEMENT (ISAP/ JSW/ NSP):  Malika Mouni r (Arabic, French) 
ADMINISTRATION ASSISTANT, SETTLEMENT:  Lori Benham-Culp 
SETTLEMENT/ JSW INTAKE OFFICERS:  Aasya Malik/ Fathima Butool 
SETTLEMENT COUNSELLORS:   Neelam Rampal/ Navpreet Multani/ Karuna Saini/ Bilal Aslam 

Akshay Chhabra/ Farrukh Saleem Kamakshi Bhardwaj (Urdu,Hindi,    
Punjabi) Naimesh Nanavaty (Gujarati/Hindi) Min Zeng (Cantonese,  
Mandarin, Vietnamese)/ Gustavo Neme Lozano (Portuguese,  
Spanish)/ Micheline Hanna (Arabic)/ Guide Dube (Afro-Caribbean) 

JSW EMPLOYMENT COUNSELLORS:   Lori Myrie/ Bilal Aslam  
OCCASIONAL CHILD CARE :   Amina Touseefuddin/ Sanela Kladnjakovic 
COORDINATOR, YOUTH HOST PROGRAM:   Susanna Tang   
LEAD WORKER, YOUTH HOST PROGRAM:  Leo Campbell 
SUPPORT WORKERS, YOUTH HOST PROGRAM:  Dan D’Onorio/ Clifford Ivory 
 

MANAGER, YOUTH PROGRAMS:    Jose Aguilar Montoya/ N oel Marcial  (YEAH Project Volunteer)   
YOUTH PROGRAM SPECIALISTS:   Clifford Ivory/ Anisah Mohamed 
YOUTH PROGRAM ASSISTANTS:    Michelle Agyemang/Christopher Clayton/Sheena Rampersaud 
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BNRC Programs 

CAP-C (Community Action Program for Children): Funded by Public Health Agency of Canada 
·  Lasting Initiative for Everyone (LIFE): Teaches Life Skills for At-Risk, Low-Income Families. Gathering Resources and Services 

Program (GRASP): This program is in partnership with Salvation Army Honeychurch Family Life Resource Centre focusing on building 
stronger families by teaching family life skills. Community Action for Family Environment (CAP-C CAFÉ): Provides information with an 
educational and health component for high-risk families. 

 
Community Outreach and Volunteer Development: BNRC REACH Project (Residents Engaged to Access Community Health) Project  
·  Funded by United Way of Peel Region (UWPR) the BNRC REACH project is headed up by community leader Garnett Manning.  
 

Early Lending Library and Peel Manor Intergenerational Program: Funded by United Way of Peel Region (UWPR)  
·  The Early Learning Lending Library supports early childhood development learning capacities for parents with their young children. The 

Peel Manor Intergenerational Program supports positive engagement between seniors and children.                                                                         
�

Employment Finding Support Resource Centre: Funded by the Region of Peel (Ontario Works) 
·  A complete resource centre that has Internet access, word processing, reference materials, fax and photocopying facilities. Job 

seekers can use all resources free-of-charge to enhance their job finding abilities.  
 
Families First: Region of Peel (Ontario Works) 
·  Families First is a pilot program operated by Ontario Works in partnership with 3 community agencies in Peel (BNRC, DBNC, and CCS) 

and the Region of Peel Health Department. The program offers health, recreation and employment support to sole parents and their 
children that help families make healthier lifestyle choices. 

 
LINC Program : Language Instruction for Newcomers to Canada funded by Citizenship and Immigration Canada (CIC) 
·  Newcomers to Canada learn English and improve their speaking, listening, reading and writing skills. A computer lab is available for 

students of all levels (literacy to 5). English testing through the Assessment Centre determines student placement in appropriate LINC 
level classes. Childminding is available as well. 

 
Ontario Early Years Centre (OEYC) Programs (ages bi rth – 6 years): Funded by the Ministry of Children and Youth Services (MCYS) 
·  A range of structured early childhood development programs enable parents to positively interact with their children. Parents learn 

lullabies, lap rhymes and finger plays that foster early literacy development. Parents and children are enabled to interact through play. 
Francophone OEYC programs are also available.  

 
Settlement Services: The Immigration Settlement Adaptation Program (ISAP) is funded by CIC and the Newcomer  
Settlement Program (NSP) is funded by the Ontario Ministry of Citizenship and Immigration (MCI) 
·  Settlement services assist newcomers to Canada in adjusting to their new surroundings. Services offered free-of-charge include: 

applications for permanent residence; health benefits; seniors benefits; affidavits and document translation; and, family reunion and 
sponsorship applications. Workshops are also provided through the year. Services are offered in a variety of languages: Hindi, Punjabi, 
Urdu, Spanish, Portuguese, Arabic, French, Cantonese, Mandarin, Vietnamese, Patois, and Afro-Caribbean. 

 
Multicultural Senior’s Social Drop-In: Funded by United Way of Peel Region (UWPR) 
·  A recreational and social service that provides older adults the opportunity to come together and meet new friends. Monthly guest 

speakers, games, group discussions and snacks are some of the activities enjoyed by the seniors.  
 
St. John Fisher Catholic School: Funded by Ontario Trillium Foundation (OTF) 
·  Provides programs for children from birth to 6 years. Programs include drop-ins where parents learn and play with their children; 

Mother Goose helps children develop communication, language and literacy skills; Roots of Reading helps develop child literacy skills 
and encourages reading; “Ask a Public Health Nurse” makes Registered Nurses available to answer caregiver questions and concerns.  

 
Youth Programs (ages 7–16 years): The BNRC Youth Drop-In Program  (ages 12 to 16) is funded by UWPR. The BNRC SERVE 
(Social, Education, Recreation, Visioning and Empat hy) Youth Project  (ages 7 to 16) is funded by Ontario Trillium Foundation (OTF) 
·  Youth – many designated as “at-risk” – have the opportunity to meet, share ideas, discuss issues, go on field trips, get help with their 

homework, and get free music lessons. Snacks are provided. The Young Moms Program (ages 13–21) funded by UWPR supports 
young moms and moms-to-be through group sessions and information sharing. YEAH Bytes Hate (ages 7 – 18) funded by MCSCS. 
Youth HOST Program (ages 12 – 24) funded by CIC supports youth Newcomers to Brampton. 

  �� � � �

�� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��
��� ���� � �������� ��� ���� � �������� ��� ���� � �������� ��� ���� � �������� ��� ���� � �������� ��������
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BNRC Mission Statem ent 
Brampton Neighbourhood Resource Centre promotes the 
quality of community life in the City of Brampton as it is 
experienced by individuals and families in a culturally diverse 
community through the utilization of strong, proactive, locally-
based community support, leadership, programs and the 
provision of settlement services to Newcomers to Canada. 
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BNRC Spotlight  

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES at BNRC 

Join BNRC’s enthusiastic, reliable and dedicated vo lunteer team!   
You can join the BNRC Board of Directors, BNRC planning committee, 

administration/reception, BNRC programs, or BNRC fundraising 
events. If you wish to develop new skills and be a part of the BNRC 

volunteer team, please contact Sandra Balgobin , Coordinator, 
Volunteer Management and Membership Administration at: 

905-452-1262 x 253 

 

BNRC is pleased to invite you to participate in our 2nd 
Annual Brampton Neighbourhood Resource Centre 
(BNRC) Charity Gala 2009. The BNRC Gala will host 400 
guests including elected officials, community leaders, and 
arts and sports celebrities, who will all come together to 
support the outstanding work of BNRC in our community. 
 

Brampton is Canada’s 2nd fastest growing city whose 
population has increased from about 350,000 in 2001 to 
close to 500,000 today. In order for BNRC to best meet 
increasing needs in our community, BNRC needs to raise 
substantial financial resources to sustain our programs and 
services. In 2008, BNRC had over 160,000 client contacts  
in Brampton – representing about 2 in every 5 Brampton 
residents.  
 

In today’s tough economic times, BNRC needs community 
members to come together more than ever to support those 
in our community most impacted by the adverse financial 
crisis facing us all. Now is the time for those who can 
help to help. It all starts with community! 
 

Since 1988, BNRC has provided programs and services 
designed to serve all people in Brampton from infants to 
seniors as well as “at-risk youth” and Newcomers to 
Canada. All BNRC programs and services are offered free-
of-charge to residents in the community.  
 

BNRC seeks your support for this important event to help 
support our community in three ways: 
·  Supporting the event as a Corporate Sponsor 
·  Purchasing Tables for your Organization ($1,000 per 

table) 
·  Purchasing Individual Tickets ($100 each) 

A Charitable tax receipt will be issued 
 

Your support will directly help BNRC achieve our mission “to 
enrich the quality of community life in the City of Brampton 
as it is experienced by individuals and families in a culturally 
diverse community.  BNRC delivers strong, proactive locally-
based community support systems, leadership programs 
and the provision of settlement services for Newcomers to 
Canada.”  
 

We look forward to seeing you at the Gala! 

For more information on the BNRC  Gala and to 
purchase BNRC Gala tickets please contact 
NAVEEDA AZIM at:  905-452-1262 ext 257 or email:  
lliscio@bnrc.org  
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Profiling the BNRC Board  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Profiling BNRC Staff Members 

 

 

�

BNRC Profiles 

 Vijay Hemanchal is a partner with Goldenberg Hemanchal, 
Chartered Accountants Professional Corporation in Brampton.  
Vijay has worked in public accounting since November 1997 at 
various mid-size firms specializing in owner-managed businesses, 
not-for- profits, condominium corporations, personal and tax 
planning and estate planning.  Having grown up and lived in 
Brampton since 1984, Vijay graduated from Turner Fenton High 
School in 1994 and then attended Michigan Technological 
University on a football scholarship.  He graduated with a B.Sc. 
in Business Administration (accounting) in 2000.  

Vijay Hemanchal, B.Sc., C.A., C.F.P., BNRC Secretar y-Treasurer  
 

 

Kerry Samuels , Case Coordinator  
BNRC Families First  
 
Kerry Samuels joined Brampton Neighbourhood Resource Centre (BNRC) as 
Families First Case Coordinator in April of 2002. The Families First Program 
is a pilot project that offers the Brampton/Malton community mental health, 
employment and recreational supports to single parent families that are in the 
Ontario Works Program with the long-term goal of helping families 
successfully and permanently leave the Ontario Works Program. Kerry also 
represents BNRC on the Peel Committee Against Woman Abuse (PCAWA) 
and Peel Committee on Sexual Assault's (PCSA) Joint Advocacy and 
Education Committee, acting as the committee Chair. Over the holiday 
season, due to an increase in need across the Brampton and Malton regions 
Kerry and Families First tries to provide gifts and clothing for the families that 
they serve. Prior to joining BNRC, Kerry was a Crisis Counsellor as well as 
Support Group and Outreach Coordinator for the Sexual Assault and Violence  

Intervention Services of Halton and a Youth Outreach Worker for the Hamilton AIDS Network. Kerry serves 
192 families in the Brampton/Malton community. Kerry has also consistently volunteered in the community, 
some events and organizations include: The Port Credit Southside Shuffle, Carpenter Hospice, 
Shakespeare Festival of Classics, Halton Multicultural Council and Tansley Homes Non-Profit Housing. 
Kerry obtained a Bachelor of Arts degree in Social Development Studies from the University of Waterloo, 
and is looking forward to the safe and healthy arrival of her nephew in April 2009. 

Subsequent studies have seen Vijay become a CA, a Certified Financial Planner and obtain a U.S. 
accounting designation.  Vijay, his wife, Jackee and their daughter Anjilee live in Brampton.     
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BNRC REACH Project Lights Up the Community!  

Safety2008 Brampton Safe City Community Safety Hero  of the  Year   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BNRC Success Stories 

 
 

Jeff Murphy, just 19, was chosen by The Brampton Guardian and the Brampton Safe City 
Association as the 2008 Community Safety Hero of the Year for the City  of Brampton .  
 

Murphy started volunteering with BNRC three years ago and is now helping part-time with 
the SERVE Youth Program and with the Youth Educating Against Hate (YEAH) Project. 
 

Once an at-risk youth himself who, at age 11 was selling drugs in his Toronto-Parkdale 
neighbourhood, Murphy rose above the many challenges life threw at him and is now 
working to help others do the same right here in Brampton. As a mentor for at-risk youth 
working with the Brampton Neighbourhood Resource Centre, Jeff listens, he understands, 
and he cares.  
 

“Jeff delivers a message to teenagers in a way few of us could,” said Larry Zacher, 
executive director of the Brampton Safe City Association. “When most of us speak about 
the root causes of youth violence and crime, we speak from third-hand experience or 
knowledge. Jeff has lived through these situations in his life, and has taken some very 
hard lessons and turned these into a positive approach to help others.”  
 

“I tell them to be themselves, don’t follow people, follow your heart,” Murphy said. “And I 
tell them to respect their parents.”�
�

Jeff Murphy  
BNRC Youth Worker  

The BNRC REACH Project (funded by the United Way of Region) along with City 
of Brampton, Triple AAA Supermarket and other local sponsors held a Christmas 
Tree lighting ceremony on Saturday November 29th, 2008. The ceremony was 
meant to affirm the REACH Project’s goal to strengthen individuals and families in 
a safe, respectful, positive and inclusive environment. Members of the Brampton 
community came out in numbers to share in the holiday season. The warmth and 
joy shared among community members at the event truly radiated the evening’s 
theme of Lighting Up Our Community. Amy Lam, the Event Coordinator for 
Kennedy Square Mall and Triple AAA Supermarket was moved by the impact this 
event made on the Brampton Community  and since then has kindly donated 
1,000 bags of rice that were distributed to seniors over the age of 60 on Saturday 
December 20th, 2008. The first 50 children that arrived at the event received 
gingerbread cookies and had the opportunity to decorate a gingerbread house. 
The rice give-a-way drew special guest speakers including Mayor Susan Fennell, 
City Council, Federal MP and Community Leaders.   
 

 

 

  

   

Picture Top Right : BNRC CEO Dr. Anthony Hutchinson  prepares to light up the Community 
Christmas Tree. Picture Bottom Left : City of Brampton Mayor Susan Fennell (fourth from left) 
and City of Brampton Regional Councillor John Sanderson (far right) helps the BNRC REACH 
Project hand out 1,000 bags of rice to community seniors. Triple AAA Supermarket donated the rice. 
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2ND Annual BNRC 2009 Charity Gala 

Dinner and Dance at 
Speranza Banquet Hall, Brampton, ON  
Saturday March 7 th, 2009 (Reception at 6:00 pm) 

featuring a  

A Breakin’ and Bangra CelebrationA Breakin’ and Bangra CelebrationA Breakin’ and Bangra CelebrationA Breakin’ and Bangra Celebration    
      And a VERY Special Live Performance By 

������$���,�����+�

 ��
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��

���� ��������� ������
���
      (Program Subject to Change without Notice) 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 February 22 nd, 2009 

·  Topic: Depression  
 March 29 th, 2009 

·  Topic: Parenting 
 
No RSVP Necessary!  Just drop in & join the discuss ion! 
Featuring:  guest presenters and musicians, hot topics, breakfast 
refreshments, kids’ activities, and prayer for healing available. 

 

For More Information Contact: 
Hope Community: (905) 840-3786 

smphope@interlog.com 
 

 

�

BNRC 2008 – 2009  
Recognition Event 

at 
Rotary Glen Banquet Hall, Brampton 

Wednesday June 24 th, 2009 
 

Recognition Event and Dinner 5:00 pm to 7:00pm 
BNRC 2008-2009 AGM 7:00pm to 8:00pm 

 
Featuring Presentations for: 

·  BNRC Staff Member of the Year Award 
·  BNRC Board Member of the Year Award 
·  A Great Time of Community Celebration 
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Upcoming Events  

 

 

 

Sunday Morning  
@ Fernforest 

Community Connection Time 
A time for a dialogue and 

discussion. 

Fernforest Public School  ((Staff Room) 
275 Fernforest Dr. (1km North 

of Bovaird) 
10:00am – 11:30am 
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BNRC Supporters 

 

KISSOON & ASSOCIATES 
Barristers & Solicitors 
 

Dhaman P. Kissoon, B.A., LL.B. 
Criminal Defence Lawyer 
8 Beamish Drive  
Toronto, Ontario M9B 3P3  
Tel: 416-234-1446   
Fax: 416-234-0154 
Email: dkissoon@bellnet.ca 

Aswani K. Datt, BA (Hons), LLB 

Criminal Defence Lawyer 
295 Matheson Blvd. E. 
Mississauga, Ontario 
L4Z 1X8   Canada 
 

By Phone:  
905.755.0104 
 

By Email:  
contact@aswanidatt.com 
 

Website: 
www.aswanidatt.com 

 

 

11613 Bramalea Rd. 
Brampton, Ontario L6R 0C2 
Tel: 905-799-1188 
Email: info@bcfchurch.net 
 

 

BRAMPTON 
When Sunday 10:00am 
Where Brampton Silver City: 50 Great Lakes Dr. (Trinity Commons 
 Mall), Brampton, ON (Located at Hwy 410 & Bovaird Dr),   
Phone 416-417-9000   Website www.themeetinghouse.ca 

 

10% DISCOUNT* FOR BNRC EMPLOYEES, VOLUNTEERS AND CLIENTS  
(*PLEASE SHOW VALID BNRC MEMBERSHIP CARD – ONE CARD PER VISIT COVERS EVERYONE!!!) 

 

AFTER your meal PLACE YOUR “Boston Pizza” Receipt in the  BNRC Box  at the Front 
of the Restaurant to Help Support Children, Youth a nd Families in Brampton  
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